
Next Week’s and Christmas Services 
WEDS 19    9 am   Hollycombe Carol Service 
 

FRIDAY 21   6pm    Iping Carol Service 
 

SAT   22  3pm    Stedham Christingle and Crib   
           Service 
SUNDAY 23       ADVENT 4 
Stedham   9.30am   Communion  
      Readings  Micah 5:2-5a;  
           Hebrews 10:5-10;  
           Luke 1:39-55 
Milland    11am   Matins 
      Lessons   Micah 5:2-5a;  
           Hebrews 10:5-10; 
            Luke 1:39-55 
Linch     6pm    Linch Carol Service 
   

MONDAY 24      CHRISTMAS EVE 
Linch     3pm    Crib Service 
Linch     11.30pm  Midnight Mass 
      Readings  Isaiah 52:7-10;  
           Hebrews 1:1-12;  
           John 1: 1-14 
Milland    11.30pm  Midnight Mass 
      Lessonss  Isaiah 52:7-10;  
           Hebrews 1:1-12;  
           John 1: 1-14 
Stedham   11.30pm  Midnight Mass 
      Readings  Isaiah 52:7-10;  
           Hebrews 1:1-12;  
           John 1: 1-14 
 

TUESDAY 25       CHRISTMAS DAY 
Linch     9.30am   Said Communion 
      Readings  Isaiah:9:2-7;  
           Titus 2.11-14 ;Luke 2:1-20 
Milland    11am   Communion 
      Readings   Isaiah:9:2-7;  
           Titus 2.11-14 ;Luke 2:1-20 
Iping     9.30am   Communion 
      Readings  Isaiah:9:2-7; Titus 2.11-14 ; 
           Luke 2:1-20 

  

Linch with Iping Marsh 

 Milland & Rake 

Stedham with Iping 
 

Website: www.stlukesbenefice.co.uk  

 

Today’s Services 

SUNDAY 16      ADVENT 3 

Linch    9.30am  Communion   
Milland   11am   Service of Carols and    
           Readings 
Stedham   4pm    Stedham Carol Service 

 

Collect 

O Lord Jesus Christ, 

who at your first coming sent your messenger 

to prepare your way before you: 

grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries 

may likewise so prepare and make ready your way 

by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of 

the just, 

that at your second coming to judge the world 

we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; 

for you are alive and reign with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
      

Today’s Readings 

Zephaniah 3:14-end 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 

   shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

   O daughter Jerusalem!  

The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, 

   he has turned away your enemies. 

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 

   you shall fear disaster no more.  

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

Do not fear, O Zion; 

   do not let your hands grow weak.  

The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 

   a warrior who gives victory; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness, 

   he will renew you in his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing  

   as on a day of festival. 

I will remove disaster from you, 

   so that you will not bear reproach for it.  

I will deal with all your oppressors 
   at that time. 

And I will save the lame 

   and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

   and renown in all the earth.  



At that time I will bring you home, 

   at the time when I gather you; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

   among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

   before your eyes, says the Lord. 

Philippians 4:4-7 

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let 

your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 

near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Luke 3:7-18 

 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by 

him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 

the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do 

not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 

ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying 

at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’ 

 And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we 

do?’ In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats 

must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has 

food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be 

baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we 

do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount 

prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, 

what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort 

money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 

satisfied with your wages.’ 

 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 

questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 

might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 

saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more 

powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 

thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to 

clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his 

granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.’ 

 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the 

good news to the people. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; 

kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 

that when your Christ comes again 

we may shine as lights before his face; 

who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 
 

 

 

Intercessions  

World Church: Kivu - (Rwanda)  

Diocese: PRAY for the Diocesan Safeguarding Team 

Benefice: Linch Junior Church and helpers 

Prayers for those in Long Term Care:  

Martin Beale, Betty Horlock, Margaret Green,  Pam 

Way and Mary Edwards. 

Prayers for the Sick:  

Diane McCarthy,  Stuart Law, Ren Ladd, Barry 

Edwards, Trudi Archer, Richard Werner. Stephen Lisle, 

Dawn Houston,  Fiona Johnson and Dr Lionel 

Cartwright. 

In Memoriam: Keith Farwell, Larry Tynan, Francis 

Luff,  Alan Neal, Margaret Wearne 
 

Thought for the Week 

An empty stomach cannot hear  

 

Benefice Notices 

Please pray for the marriage of Charles Cartwright, 

youngest son of Nigel and Juliet, to Sophie Carson on 

Saturday 29th December at Dirleton Kirk, East Lothian, 

Scotland. Charles and Sophie currently live in Sydney, 

Australia where Charles works as a doctor, and are 

returning briefly to the UK for the wedding. 

Milland Notices 
PLEASE NOTE: The black bins provided behind the 

churchat St Luke’s Milland are for compostable 

rubbish only.  All other waste material must be 

removed to the green bin or taken home.  Thank you. 
 

Linch Notices 

Sunday 6th January: Jan will once again be leading  a 

Songs of Praise service, this time specifically for 

Epiphany.  Please do let us know your favourite hymn 

and/or reading for this particular season of the year and 

sign up on the sheet at the back of the church.  We look 

forward to as many ideas as possible!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


